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gkte. In ths Choirs of Cathedrals, which are very large, the congregation also assemble: but the clergy and other members of the foundation occupy the seats on each side, which are called stalls, according to the immemorial custom of all Christian countries.
The second, but more proper sense of the word is, a body of men set apart for the performance of all the services of the church, in the most solemn form. Properly speaking, the whole corporate body of a cathedral, including capitular and lay members forms the choir: and in this extended sense ancient writers frequently use the word. But in its more restricted sense, we are to understand that body of men and boys, who form a part of the foundation of these places, and whose special duty it is to perform the service to music. The Choir properly consists both of clergymen, laymen, and chorister boys ; and should have at least six men and six boys, these being essential to the due performance of the chants, services, and anthems. Every choir is divided into two parts, stationed on each side of the chancel; in order to sing alternately the verses of the psalms and hymns, one side answering the other This alternate, or antiphonal recitation is very ancient, as old as the time of Miriam, who thus alternated her song with the choir of Israel. (Exod. xv. 26.) And we know from Isaiah that the angels in heaven thus sing. (Isaiah vi. 3.) So that while we chant, we obey the practice of the Church in earth and heaven.
CHOREPISCOPUS. In early periods of the Church, this name was given to certain country Bishops (as the term signifies) who were distributed in the regions surrounding the chief cities, where the governing Bishops resided. Some considerable difference of opinion has existed relative to the -true ministerial order of the chore-piscopi, some contending that they were mere presbyters, others that they were a mixed body of presbyters and bishops, and a third class that they were all invested with the authority of the episcopal office. That the latter opinion, however, is the correct one, is maintained by Bishop Barloiv, Dr. Hammond, Beveridge, Cave, and" other eminent Divines of the English Church; together with Bingham, in his Antiquities of the Christian Church* Their origin seems to have arisen from a desire on the o2